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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;


Her surgery seems to be a big success and


her pain is greatly reduced. God has surely 


answered our prayers for her and we are 


thankful for that.


Sis. Elaine Clem; Sis Joyce Green


Bro. Jack Green 


Bro. Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby


The Guytons as they began to rebuild their


house. May all go well in that effort.


Our young people who are approaching


marriage. 


______________________________


It is time to start thinking seriously about


our upcoming meeting with Bro. Bob 


Harkrider. We will have firm dates soon.


      ____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Phillip West


Song Leader---Michael Burke


Lord's Supper---Drew Bowman


   Asst. 1-----Cecil Douthitt


   Asst. 2-----Jim Statham


   Asst. 3-----Jack Green


   Asst. 4-----Malcolm Smith


   Asst. 5-----Ron Wood


2nd Prayer----David Brown


Scripture Reading--Andy Williams


Sermon-------Steve Tramell


Announcements----Mark Bowman


Closing Prayer-----Rex Veteto


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Grant Hicks


Song Leader-------Ken Gay


2nd Prayer------Wes Guyton


Scripture Reading---Cecil Douthitt


Sermon----Steve Tramell


Lord's Supper----Drew Bowman


Announcements----Mark Bowman


Closing Prayer-----Michael Burke


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Joe Phillips


Invitation---Zachary Huff


Closing Prayer---Zachary Huff





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 
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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5
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Mining the Riches of God


"Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon the earth",


(Matt 6: 19)





     In the hills of Western North Carolina, there are veins of precious and semi-precious gemstones and many mining operations. They have learned, however that the real money in these mines is to open their flumes to the public and sell buckets of dirt. For an admission fee of $ 7.00 / 8.00 you get a couple of buckets of soil to wash in the flume, in hope of finding a ruby worth several hundred dollars and once in a while someone does. Aside from a couple hours of anticipation and fun, however, it is not worth investing anything more. 


     There are, nonetheless, people who invest their entire life and life savings in the pursuit of riches from speculative mining. On a recent trip I met such a man while a spectator at one of the mines. He gave me a book he had written about his exploits, entitled "The Ratters of Lighting Ridge". This man had invested large sums of money in a partnership with a man who had invested his entire adult life in a mine in the opal fields of New South Wales, Australia. Rusty, as the miner was known, had spent twenty years, alone, eking out a living. He was at last on to something and only needed money for machinery and supplies to get at the mother load. 


     The term "ratters" is the name used for the claim jumpers and thieves that sneak in and work a claim when the owner is away. In a two-day absence the ratters come to Rusty's claim and clear it of over two million dollars worth of gem quality opals leaving the mine and Rusty destroyed. 


Cont. on page 3





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








John 8:24; 14:6; Matthew 7:15, 16; 15:14; 16:11, 12; 15:18, 19:9).


What the Lord is doing here is focusing in on selfishness and lack of compassion as a character trait that will cost its owner eternal life with a merciful and selfless Christ and put him in an eternal hell with a merciless and prideful devil.  This illustration was never intended to be exhaustive.  It was intended to emphasize the importance of practical righteousness as opposed to mere ecclesiastical piety.  An ungodly professing, church-going person is still an ungodly person.  A lack of mercy reflects no sense of mercy received and a heart that has never been crucified with Christ. ( Of course, it must also be said that a compassionate unbeliever is still lost in His faithless disobedience.)


       In this very spirit James warns those who take great pride in hearing God's word and never practicing it and professing great faith but never living it (James 1,2).  Faith, he says, is vital and expressive.  When he illustrates what that means:  "Pure and undefiled religion before God is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world" (1:27) we need to realize that compassion is critical to acceptance with the Son of God; but we should not blunder into thinking that such is all there is to being a disciple of Jesus (James 2:10-12; 4:7-10).


      The Teacher's parables are ended.  There waits now the time when He will come in judgment.  Then it will be determined whether or not we have understood Him


____________________________











Cont. from page 1





      I could not help thinking of the contrast of such hope in earthly riches and the words of Jesus, " Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon the earth, where moth and rust consume, and where thieves break through and steal: but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth consume, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: (Matt 6:19-20). And on the other hand, when Peter declared that they had left all for Jesus, He gave the greatest investment advise known. " Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or mother, or father, or children, or lands, for my sake, and for the gospel's sake, but he shall receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life."


(Mark 10:29-30) It is a comfort to know that while we must give all to mine the riches of God; we are not left un-rewarded in the physical things of life. As Brother Dee Bowman would say, "count your many blessings, name them one by one; Air Condition". 


     It is not something that can be taken away nor are they "speculative hopes" but promises of God and we have them through a knowledge of Him. " whereby he hath granted unto us his precious and exceeding great promises; that through these ye may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world by lust". (II Peter 1:3-4). 


     May we always cast our hopes upon the riches of God.


                                             JP
































The Final Crisis of the Parables


By Paul Earnhart





"When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory.  All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats.  And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. (Matthew 25:31-33)








Gathered with His disciples at the end of that grueling Tuesday before His death Jesus concludes a year of teaching by parables with a compelling vision of universal judgment (Matthew 25:31-46).  Jesus' stories had all along been pointing to a conclusion, a final time of accounting, which would be pregnant for all with either tragedy or joy.


      Several commentators speak of this saying of Jesus as the parable of the sheep and the goats though it is not a parable in the conventional sense.  It is more a poetic description of the prophecy Jesus had spoken earlier that year at Caesarea Philippi (Matthew 16:27), however rich with analogy His language, He is speaking of a real event.


But what does it mean?  It is surrounded by controversy.  Is Jesus speaking of a universal judgment of Christians only? Of non-Christians only? Or both?  Are we to understand, as social gospelers delightedly conclude that the sole basis of eternal judgment is how you treat the poor and distressed?  Does faith in God and the Son not count?  Does immorality not count?  Is false doctrine of no concern?  A careful look at what is said here along with all that Jesus and the apostles have taught should answer these questions


It was characteristic of Palestinian shepherds to pasture sheep with goats and at needful times to separate them.


The metaphor of shepherd and sheep for God and His people was often used in the Old Testament (Psalm 23, 100:3;





Isaiah 40:11; Ezekiel 34:11-15) and is used by Jesus to describe His own relation to His disciples (John 10).  In His illustration in Matthew 25, however, Jesus speaks of sheep and goats; and though the Lord seems to have specially focused His two preceding parables on the disciples. There is no reason to believe that in these verses He has anything other in mind by "all the nations" than in Matthew 28:19 ("Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations") or Luke 24:47 ("and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations…").  All nations are to be judged for the simple reason that the gospel has been preached to all.


And the basis of this great judgment?  It seems to be wholly focused on each person's treatment of distressed and burdened people: To the "righteous" (sheep) on His right He says:  "for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and you clothed me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to me", and then to the "cursed" (goats) on His left the very opposite (vv. 34-43).


To interpret this unusual parable of judgment as exhaustive would be a very grave mistake. Such would suggest that Christ had no concern for our treatment of the rich and comfortable, or was indifferent to blasphemy, unbelief and false teaching as well as drunkenness, sexual immorality and dishonesty. The very opposite being true (Matthew 12:31; �











